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CAPT Thomas T Holme USN Jr. (Ret) 
 
Happy New Year to everyone!  I trust that you all had an enjoyable break from the 
routine and are ready to get started once again.  This year Joy and I decided to 
“run away from home”.  So we skipped the decorating (except for a wreath on the 
front door) and left town for both Christmas and New Year’s.  It was both relaxing 
and most enjoyable.  In fact, we may do it again next year. ☺   
 
As this is being written, Joy and I have just returned from the Winter Presidents 
Meeting in West Palm Beach.  The focus of the meeting was Chapter 
management and membership.  Also attending were Mac McLeod and Marge 
Blunk, who have agreed to co-chair membership for our Chapter.  They attended 

the sessions on membership chaired by COL Lee Lange, MOAA’s director of Council and Chapter 
Affairs and I attended the sessions on Chapter Management, chaired by COL Barry Wright, deputy 
director of the same office.  I was joined at these sessions by Sharon Richie-Melvan.  I won’t dwell on 
the results here, but suffice it to say that we all came away with ideas on how we can make our very 
successful Chapter even better. 
 
When you receive this month’s newsletter we will already have attended our annual pot luck/joint 
meeting with the women of MOAA.  I really look forward to this as it’s always great fun, the food is 
terrific and the presentation by Citrus County’s Veterans Service Officer is always informative.  The 
currently serving officer, Charles Fettes, comes to Citrus County with more than 17 years experience 
serving veterans and has “written the book” on the subject both figuratively and literally.  I became 
acquainted with him during our monthly meetings with representatives of all the groups preparing for 
Veterans Appreciation Week.  I’m really looking forward to hearing him speak at the luncheon. 
 
Mark your calendars.  Our monthly meetings for February, March and April will return to the 1st 
Thursday of the month, but our May meeting will be on Friday the 4th at the Citrus Hills Golf and 
Country Club venue.  Not only will this be our traditional Bud Wise Scholarship Luncheon, but our guest 
speaker will be COL Barry Wright, USA (Ret) who I mentioned above.  
 
And, don’t forget that our annual dinner theater matinee is coming up.  I don’t have the date yet (I 
should find out at the Pot Luck) but the show is probably Jackpot, which is at the Palace Grande 
between March 2nd and April 22nd.  It’s “a celebration of the Las Vegas of today and yesterday, a look 
at the great performers and personalities that make Vegas.   Filled with classic standards, handsome 
crooners, beautiful showgirls and exciting dancing”.  Sounds like great fun. 
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