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One Powerful Voice.

¨

Leaders Proud to Care and Ready to Share

“Lean on Me”
COL Sharon I. Richie-Melvan, USA (Ret)

As I write this column, we are 
midway through our two 
weeks of nonstop Veterans 
Appreciation Programs and I 
could not be more proud of 
our chapter and the awesome 
work that each of you does 
for each other and this 
community! Given that the 
theme this year is to Honor 
N u r s e s , M e d i c s a n d 

Corpsmen, I was doubly blessed to be able to talk about the 
people closest to my heart and to share stories of how they 
have served our country at home and on the battlefield. I join 
you and the community in saluting our frontline healthcare 
team!

One year ago our board of directors voted to purchase a 
mounted MOAA Chapter display banner (also suitable for a 
parade) to match the table display. This banner had been the 
dream of our secretary Gary Runyon for a number of years 
and his foresight was right on target. Everyone who attended 
the Veterans Fair at the mall on Saturday November 7, 2009 
was awed by the polished symmetry of our display; as were 
the display judges. Congratulations MOAA of Citrus County, 
for the first time ever we won a prize for originality, content, 
presentation and professional looking representatives who 
were knowledgeable about our organization (Gary Runyon/
Richard Lee; RADM MAC/Marge Blunk; and George 
Hausold/Jim Echlin). Truly a first class operation! 

We also send congratulations to the two other winners: the 
Florida National Cemetery (Bushnell) with Representatives 
Bob Evans and David Varnum and the Korean War Veterans 
led by our MOAA VP Hank Butler. They had three tables 
worth of moving mementoes, books, photos and artifacts. The 
MC of the opening program and the fair organizer was our 
own VSO JJ Kenney. His efforts to expand and to promote the 
fair resulted in the largest number of visitors ever and the 
greatest number and diversity of displays from veteran 
organizations and the community offices and businesses that 
support them. A special shout out to the Lowe’s manager who 
visited each booth to remind everyone that Lowe’s offers a 
10% discount to all Veterans and their spouse everyday of the 
year.

For those who missed it, mark your calendars now for any 
upcoming concerts provided by the forty piece Nature Coast 

Community Band. They treated everyone to a concert that honored 
veterans on November 1st.  We were all enthralled by the 
professional talent we have in the county, especially their 
conductor Cindy Hazzard.  You would have thought you were 
listening to the New York Philharmonic Orchestra (without the 
strings). If you’d like to get their list of upcoming concerts or learn 
h o w t o m a k e a d o n a t i o n , c o n t a c t t h e m a t 
nccommunityband@earthlink.net.
 
By now I’m sure that most of you have volunteered for our award 
winning Veterans in the Classroom (VIC) program and were 
nourished by the inquisitive minds and appreciative sentiments of 
your students. We were successful recruiting new Veterans 70 vets 
for 180 classes for the program this year and we know that we 
must continue to recruit year round in preparation for the next. Our 
hats are off to each Veteran/Teacher who volunteered, the 
administrative team (RADM Mac, Gary and Hank) and especially 
to their team leader and Excel spreadsheet extraordinaire Bob 
Truax.

If you have never seen a Massing of the Colors ceremony, go to the 
website www.chronicleonline.com to view a slide show of the 
photos put to music. It is breath taking. One of the highlights of the 
Veteran activities is the parade organized by Curt Ebitz and his 
band of parade marshals.  Thanks to each person who braved the 
darkness to arrive on time at our 6:15 am organizational parade 
marshal breakfast (yes, brother Curt is a slave driver) and be the 
grease that held together 99+ bands, clowns, horses,  go carts, 
bikes, floats, ROTC units and decorated vehicles. Thanks again to 
RADM Mac for a flawless Veterans Memorial Service following 
the parade. Perhaps a little known history fact is that the 11th hour 
service is named to commemorate the end of World War I which 
occurred at the 11th hour, on the 11th day of the 11th month. 
President Woodrow Wilson called it Armistice Day and congress 
and the president made it a national holiday in 1938. President 
Eisenhower also wanted to honor those who served during WW II 
so he changed the name to Veterans Day.

I was honored to be the keynote speaker for the annual Crystal 
River Women’s Luncheon for female veterans. We discussed the 
Lioness Program (attaching female veterans to combat units to 
help with mother and child searches). We also talked about the 
leadership responsibilities in preventing incidents of military 
sexual trauma (MST) and identifying those who suffer with 
depression and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. I was pleased to 
know that mental health professionals are available at our local VA 
clinic in Lecanto, FL.
Presidents Message (Continued on Page 5)

Happy Holidays

mailto:nccommunityband@earthlink.net
mailto:nccommunityband@earthlink.net
http://www.chronicleonline.com
http://www.chronicleonline.com
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2009 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

 
President 
COL Sharon I. Richie-Melvan, USA (Ret) 
(352) 637-1301 
E-mail:  drsrichie@earthlink.net   
 
Vice President 
LTC Hank Butler, USA (Ret) 
(352) 563-2496 
E-mail:  hankrita@tampabay.rr.com    
 
Secretary 
LCDR Gary E.. Runyon, USN (Ret)
(352)  563-5727
E-mail:  laserger@infionline.net 
 
Treasurer  
COL Thomas E. Green, USA (Ret) 
(352) 489-7304 
E-mail: gtapgreen@aol.com 
 
Board of Directors 
 
RADM Carlton J. McLeod, USN (Ret) 
(352) 746-1384(727) 869-9435 
E-mail:  cmcleod670@earthlink.net   
 
LTC Marge Blunk, AUS (Ret) 
(352) 746-7891 
E-mail:  kmblunk@aol.com  
 
CDR Robert C. Truax, USN (Ret) 
(352)860-1630 
E-mail:  bobt4@mindspring.com

CDR Richard H. Lee, USN (Ret)
(352)382-0211
E-mail:  rlee14@tampabay.rr.com

CDR Ronald A. Resare, USN (Ret)
(352)344-3123
E-mail:  resareron@aol.com

Mrs. Emma A. Hubbartt, Aux Member
(352) 726-0859 

Legislative Officer
CAPT Thomas T. Holme, Jr., USN (Ret)
(352) 597-3884
E-mail:  tholme@tampabay.rr.com 

Public Affairs Officer
Mrs. Agnes Kearns
(352) 344-8368
E-mail: wkearns@tampabay.rr.com

Chaplain
CPT Frederick Ohsiek, USAR (Ret)
(352) 746-7131
Email:  foshiek@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor 
CW4 Richard R. Penfold, AUS (Ret)
(352) 795-1205 
E-mail:  rpen1@mac.com

Web Master
Mr. Michael D. Melvan
(352) 637-1301
Email:
webwizard@citruscountymoaa.org

The General Meeting of Military Officers 
Association of America, Citrus County 
Chapter convened at 1220 hours, November 
5, 2009 at the Emperor's Garden restaurant, 
Inverness, Florida.   President Sharon 
Richie-Melvan presiding.  There were 43 in 
attendance. 

The meeting began with Chaplain Fred 
Ohsiek giving the invocation and leading 
the pledge of allegiance to the American 
Flag.

President Sharon Richie-Melvan asked all 
the new members and guests to introduce 
themselves.

Sharon said that the minutes had been 
published in the newsletter.   There being no 
corrections, the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Tom Green gave the Treasurer's 
report.   The Treasurer's report was 
approved.

Sharon Richie-Melvan said that the ballot in 
the newsletter is a single page.   Members do 
not have to download the entire newsletter 
to print out a ballot.  Just download the 
single page.

Sharon reminded all members about the 
upcoming Veterans Appreciation Week with 
the various activities such as the parade, the 
fair, the Massing of the Colours and the 
military ball.   Sharon said she would be a 
judge at the Veterans Fair.  There are also 
2009 Veterans Appreciation Week pins for 
sale.

Sharon said that both the Senate and the 
House passed a bill giving MOAA a 
Congressional Charter.   This will probably 
be signed into law on Veterans Day.  At the 
last meeting,  Curt Ebitz had commented on 
the favorable but subtle implications of 
having such a charter.

Bob Truax made a strong pitch to fill out the 
remaining classes in the Veterans in the 
Classroom program.  Bob said we had 
approximately 185 classes this year with 
four open seats remaining.   (The four open 
classes were filled by the end of the 
meeting.)

Admiral McLeod won the $84.00 50/50 
drawing.  He donated the $42.00 balance 
back to MOAA and authorized Treasurer 
Tom Green to put it in a necessary fund at 
his discretion.

Butch Schultz is progressing with his 
electronic vision procedure.  After the 
process and training is completed, he will 
participate in cross-country walk with a 
possible stop at the White House.

Secretary Gary E. Runyon noted that 
MOAA's Veterans Day parade float will be 
an antique car driven by Richard and Lynne 
Ann Penfold.

Jim Echlin volunteered for the sixth position 
for the MOAA booth at the Veterans Fair.  
The table is now fully staffed.

Gary E. Runyon said that the Installation 
Dinner will be held on December 5.  
Immediately following the Veterans 
Appreciation Week activities,  he will send 
out his yea or nay email for this event.

The four MOAA members on the slate for 
this year's election are:

Richard Lee - Board of Directors
Ron Resare - Board of Directors
Emmy Hubbartt - Board of Directors
Tim Holme - Vice President

Gary noted that Bob England and his wife 
were present at the meeting.  Bob is one of 
several members who are living charter 
members of this organization.

Virginia Tricca is recovering nicely from a 
hip replacement.

MOAA FCOC Vice President Don Freese 
and his wife Sherry were present.  Don 
Freeze ceremonially awarded this MOAA 
Chapter the National 2008 MOAA 
Communications Award.

Jim and Dottie Conner, representing our 
sister MOAA Calusa Chapter in Florida, 
made a short but very thorough presentation 
concerning the upcoming MOAA FCOC 
Annual Convention.  Jim discussed the 
various prices,  room options, pay-in-
advance options, ticket raffles, convention 
shirts and other activities concerning this 
convention.  Several MOAA members 
signed up on the spot.

Sharon introduced guest speaker, Cyntha 
Resare.  Cyntha is the vice president of 
MOAA Women and the wife of former 
Chapter President, Ron Resare.  Cyntha 
gave part two of her Middle East 
presentation that she originally began two 
years ago at the May 2007 meeting.

Meeting Minutes (Continued on Page 3)

Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2009
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Annual Proxy, Dues and Installation 
Dinner Coupon

Approve Nominees as recommended by the 
Nomination Committee.

Recommended candidates to begin two year Board of Director 
term (Dec 2009 - Dec 2011):

 CDR Richard Lee USN (Ret)
 CDR Ron Resare USN (Ret)
 Mrs. Emmy Hubbart, AUX
 
Recommended candidate to fill vacated Vice President seat 
(Dec 2009 - Dec 2010):

 CAPT Thomas T. Holme USN (Ret)

Yes - Approve Nominees                __________    
No - Disapprove Nominees __________

Installation Dinner Selections
1730 Hours December 5th

     Selecton(s)       Quantity     
               
        
Baked Tilapia        ________

Sliced London
Broil (Beef)            ________

Diner Selections $35.00 each
(Includes:  salad, wine and 
Traditional Chocolate Cake 
Monster Cake)* 

Total:  $__________
       

Payments

  Diner 
  Selection (s)  $_________

  Dues are:
  Member          ($15.00)
  Aux. Member ($  6.00) 
                        $_________         
  Scholarship Donation                             
                        $_________
  Community Fund Donation                                  
                        $_________
  Total Enclosed:  
                        $_________ 

Please pay by check.  Do not send cash by mail.       

___________________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code
___________________________________________________
Spouse/Guest
___________________________________________________
Phone

Please complete this coupon and return it to P.O. Box 995, 
Inverness, FL 34451 by 1 December 2009.  Thank you!

* Includes a $2.00 donation to The Bud Wise Scholarship.

Meeting Minutes (Continued from Page 2)

Cyntha's description of the Middle East status quo began at 
approximately 512 BC and continued up to about the era of 
the first crusades.  Cyntha had several flip charts as well as an 
overhead projector with dynamic moving slides.

She discussed many of the leaders of those times as well as 
their various strategies and their thinking behind them.  Her 
motion slide presentation gave dynamic examples of how the 
Middle East was repeatedly conquered, reconquered and 
controlled by the many "civilizations-of-the-era" during all of 
recorded history.

Cyntha discussed how Spain, France, Egypt as well as the 
Roman Empire were involved in the various power plays in 
the Middle East.  For example, Alexander the Great had all his 
Greek generals marry women from the local population.  This 
tended to legitimize the control by the Greeks.  She later 
explained that the last monarch of Egypt, Cleopatra, was not 
really Egyptian but rather a Greek.  So the Greek political 
tentacles found themselves in Egypt at about the time just 
before the Birth of Christ.

As a dramatic self introduction, Cleopatra wrapped herself up 
in a carpet and had herself carried to Julius Caesar.  As a 
result, Cleopatra gave birth to a son by Julius Caesar.  
Cleopatra's son was considered to be an insult to both the 
Roman citizens as well as the powerful political family of 
Julius Caesar.   Later, Cleopatra became the lover of Mark 
Anthony and both she and Mark Anthony committed suicide 
rather than face the humiliation of being done in by Julius 
Caesar's nephew and adopted son, Octavian who later was 
called Augustus Caesar.

Cyntha argued that the real instigation of religious domination 
was first started by Muslims.  After the creation of Islam in 
the Middle East, Muslims set up intolerable religious 
standards and laws as well as church building codes and taxes 
that would have caused the extinction of the Christian and 
Hebrew religions in the Middle East.   Public displays of 
Christian crosses as well as Hebrew Stars of David, were not 
allowed.  Construction of new Christian churches was not 
allowed and repairs to the existing ones were not authorized.  
The first of the accepted true crusades was actually more of a 
response to this situation than a self righteous expression of 
religious imperialism.

Islam expanded well into Spain and France.  The Moors were 
literally thrown out of Spain at about the time of the reign of 
Queen Isabella and the era of the Spanish Inquisition.  Queen 
Isabella responded by making Catholicism the major Spanish 
religion.  Her daughter, Catherine of Aragon, married  Henry 
VIII and tried to firmly cement Catholicism in England.  But 
Henry VIII had other ideas (and five other wives).  This is a 
fascinating story in itself.

Rich in detail,  and filled with stories of political intrigue 
Cyntha, again, ran out time before she could complete the Era 
of the Crusades.  She was asked to come back again to give 
the third "half" of her outstanding Middle East presentation.
Meeting Minutes (Continued on Page 4)
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please make sure that you Cut Here for your Annual Proxy, Dues 
and Installation Dinner Coupon. 

Please make sure that you Cut Here for your Annual Proxy, Dues 
and Installation Dinner Coupon.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting Minutes (Continued from Page 3)

The meeting was adjourned at 1330 hours.

  Respectfully Submitted,

  Gary E. Runyon
  Secretary

NOTICE
Your dues are due payable by 31 
December 2009.  Dues are $15.00/
year for Regular members and 
$6.00/year for Auxiliary members.  
Check the tickler on the newsletter 
e-mail cover letter or the Red USPS 
sticker to see if you owe dues.

Army Trivia
Test your knowledge of The Army on Television

1. This 1955 comedy followed a scheming sergeant at a 
small Army base in Kansas.

2. This 1962 drama tracked a frontline American infantry 
squad as they battled their way across Europe.

3. This 1966 series chronicled the World War II adventures 
of a four-man commando team that wreaked havoc with 
Field Marshal Irwin Rommelʼs Afrika Korps.

4. Filled with practical jokes and tragedy of war, this 1972 
series about doctors and nurses in the Korean War 
actually lasted longer than the war itself.

5. This 1987 unflinching look at the Vietnam War examined 
one Army Platoonʼs combat against the Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese.  

(Answers to Army Trivia can be found on Page 6.)

The year 2010 is coming, 
and so is the 2010 FCOC 
convention!

May 21 – 23 are the dates for the MOAA Florida Council of 
Chapters annual convention.  Join us in beautiful Southwest 
Florida at the Crowne Plaza hotel in Ft. Myers.  See what 
other parts of your state have to offer!  We have beaches 
famous for their shells at Sanibel, an archaeological dig at a 
Calusa Indian village site, wild nature viewing at Ding Darling 
nature preserve, and the Edison-Ford Estates, to name just a 
few of the things to see and do.  

     Give yourself a special present this year – register for the 
2010 convention and make your holiday fun last all the way to 
May!  You can make it a mini-vacation by adding on a few 
days on either end of the conference for the same price, and 
our chapter will set up tours to local places for groups of 20 or 
more.  We can even arrange for a charter fishing tour at 
$75.00/person (normally $120.00) for Friday May 21 or 
Sunday May 23, 6 person limit,  the fishing boat is a 31 foot 
Chris Craft with a licensed charter fishing captain so contact 
us right away to reserve a spot if you’re interested in that one, 
and we’re working on a golf outing at The Dunes golf course 
on Sanibel Island. 

     John Snyder, our Florida Council of Chapters webmaster, is 
going to set up a computer to help anyone who can use hands-
on assistance with the Florida Council of Chapters website, or 
how to build your own chapter web site and hook it into the 
FCOC one, and will try to answer any computer questions you 
have, so write them down and bring them with you.  He’s 
volunteering his personal time to do this – thanks, John!

     For details and registration form, go to the Florida Council 
of Chapters website www.moaafl.org,  click on the 
“convention” tab, then choose “2010” convention or you can 
contact Jim Conner at 239-542-5627 or jmcfl@comcast.net.  
We can even mail a form to you complete with return 
addressed envelope if you prefer. 

 

Jim and Dottie Conner, representing our sister MOAA Calusa 
Chapter in Florida, made a short but very thorough 
presentation concerning the upcoming MOAA FCOC Annual 
Convention.

http://www.moaafl.org/
http://www.moaafl.org/
mailto:jmcfl@comcast.net
mailto:jmcfl@comcast.net
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Presidents Message (Continued from Page 1)

We are hoping for a great turnout at the 11 am Saturday 
November 14th annual Veteran’s Forum (at the new First 
Baptist Church in Inverness) to enjoy a delicious free lunch 
provide by Tommy & Samuel Piliouras owners of the 
Margarita Grille restaurant and to hear the latest from our 
local political leaders. We will close out the Veterans 
Appreciation Week with the Military Ball organized by the 
Marine Corps League’s Citrus Detachment #819.

At our last meeting Cyntha Resare did such an outstanding 
job educating us about the Middle East that she’s been invited 
to return and give us part three of her ongoing series.  At that 
same meeting we also were honored to have our area VP 
Larry Fernald and his wife Barb, as well as our council Vice 
President Don Freese and his wife Sherry.  We really 
appreciated the MOAA state convention (May 21-23, 2010) 
briefing given by Jim and Dottie Conner of the Calusa 
Chapter. See our website for details and updates. We are 
working on low cost alternative convention options for those 
on a tight budget such as car pooling, hotel roommates and 
more hospitality suite activities. Mark your calendar for our 
annual holiday gala and installation ceremony at the Citrus 
Hills County Club on December 5th at 5:30.

I also continue to be honored that you “Lean on Me,” that you 
lean on each other and that you loudly proclaim and openly 
demonstrate our chapter motto, “Leaders . . . Proud to Care 
and Ready to Share.” 

Sharon Our guest speaker for November was Cyntha Resare.  She 
is the vice president of MOAA Women and the wife of former 
Chapter President, Ron Resare.  Cyntha gave part two of 
her Middle East presentation that she originally began two 
years ago at the May 2007 meeting.

Bob Truax and VP Hank Butler planning scheduling for 
Veteranʼs in the Classroom.

Photos from the November meeting

President Sharon Richie-Melvan receiving the National 
2008 MOAA Communications award from FCOC Vice 
President Don Freeze.
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Chapter Contact Information

(Mail) P.O. Box 995
            Inverness, FL 34451

(Phone) (352) 563-5727

(Email) Laserger@infionline.net

(Web Address)
http://citruscountymoaa.org

Citrus County Veteran 
Service Officer

CWO4 J.J. Kenney
USMC (Ret)

2804 W. Marc Knighton Ct.
Suite B140

Lacanto, Florida 34461

Phone: (352) 527-5915
Fax: (352) 527-5916

Email:
john.kenney@bocc.citrus.fl.us

           

  LUNCHEONS       

              MOAA

Officer Installation/Holiday Dinner at the 
Citrus Hills County Club.  1730 hours 
Saturday, December 5th. Tickets $35.00. 
Guest Speaker:  TBA

MOAA Women

The women of MOAA will meet on the 
second Thursday, December 10, for our  
Annual Christmas luncheon at Van Der 
Valk Bistro, @ 1200 hours.  Please bring a 
gift $5-$10 range for our fun Xmas game/
exchange.
 
RSVP:  Aussie90@tampabay.rr.com or 
637-5898

Chapter Calendar of Upcoming Events:

Saturday, December 5. Holiday Dinner & Installation Ceremony, Citrus Hills Country 
Club (formerly known as Andre’s). 1730 Reception (wine and cheese table and cash bar, 
1830 sit down Dinner, 1930 Speaker and Installation Ceremony.

Thursday, January 7. Joint Potluck Meeting Inverness Women’s Club 1130 hrs. Speakers 
topic VA Update

February 4. Meeting Emperor’s Garden 1130 buffet lunch; 1215 hrs meeting

March 4. Meeting Emperor’s Garden 1130 buffet lunch; 1215 hrs meeting

April 1. Meeting Emperor’s Garden 1130 buffet lunch; 1215 hrs meeting

May TBD. Joint Meeting & Bud Wise Scholarship Luncheon Place: TBD

May 21-23. FL Council of MOAA Chapters Convention Crowne Plaza Hotel Fort  
Myers, FL; POC: Jim & Dottie Conner 239-542-5627 Calusa Chapter

Army Trivia Answers
1. The Phil Silvers Show (commonly referred to as “Sgt. Bilko”  2.  Combat  3.  

The Rat Patrol  4.  M*A*S*H  5.  Tour of Duty     

Quiz taken from the Fall 2009 issue of “The SaluteÓ.

The Chapter turned out in force for the November meeting.

mailto:Laserger@infioline.net
mailto:Laserger@infioline.net
http://citruscountymoaa.org
http://citruscountymoaa.org
mailto:john.kenney@bocc.citrus.fl.us
mailto:john.kenney@bocc.citrus.fl.us
mailto:Aussie90@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:Aussie90@tampabay.rr.com


Page 7

For those of you who did not attend our November meeting, 
you missed a great presentation.  Cyntha Resare gave part two 
of her Middle East lecture that she started a while ago.  
Equipped with moving slides and flip charts, she described the 
Middle East from Alexander the Great through the first of the 
Crusades.  With anecdotes and quoting detailed facts from her 
head, she demonstrated just how interesting and sometimes 
entertaining history can be.  She set a very high standard for 
MOAA presentations.  What was even more satisfying is that 
we had four guests - they being the MOAA FCOC Vice 
President and his wife as well as a husband and wife team from 
a sister MOAA Chapter in Florida.  It's gratifying for outsiders 
to attend one of our meetings and see our chapter at its very 
best.  For those of you who are members of other Citrus 
County clubs or chapters, you might ask Cyntha to speak 
before your group.  She is a fabulous speaker.

We were successful this year with our Veterans in the 
Classroom program.  This November, we filled 185 
classrooms.  That is a staggering number considering that we 
started seven years ago with a seemingly impossible 80 classes 
to fill.  Thank you all very much for helping us out with this 
program.

Don't forget our December Installation Dinner on Saturday, 
December 5 at Andres.  This is our big MOAA event of the 
year.  We will be installing our newly elected officers and 
Sharon promises a great speaker.  The dinner choice is fish or 
beef.  The chocolate cake monster will do his thing and we will 
have some "mile-high apple pie" that is diabetic friendly.  
There's just every reason to attend.  So be sure to cancel all 
vacations, postpone all weddings, reschedule any operations 
and bypass any reunions so you can be there.  There is a 
coupon located elsewhere in this newsletter for you to print out 
and send in.

Annual dues are due.  These are $15.00 and $6.00 per year for 
regular and Auxiliary members respectively.  Also, when you 
are sending in your dues, please consider a contribution to the 

Secretary’s Notes
LCDR Gary Runyon, USN (Ret)

Citrus County Chapter
Web Site Edition

Bud Wise Scholarship.  We've already awarded ten $1,000.00 
scholarships during the history of this program.  Those who 
received the first of these awards are now finished with college and 
are beginning to take their place as future leaders.  Again, just use 
the coupon when you send in your dues.

Don't forget to vote using the same coupon.

And finally.... This year, New Year's Eve will have a blue moon.  
The full moon on December 31 meets both definitions of a blue 
moon.  It will be the fourth or extra full moon in a three month 
quarter.   It will also be the 13th or extra full moon of the calendar 
year.  So, everybody have a Merry Christmas and a Happy "Blue 
Moon" New Year's!

Treasurer’s Financial Report
As of 31 October 2009

General Fund
Opening Balance:                                         $ 3840.94
Receipts:               $   433.00 
Disbursements:               $   250.75 
Balance:                   $ 4023.19(1)

Community Service Fund 
Opening Balance:                                     $ 1237.35
No Activity
Balance:                                $ 1237.35(2)

Petty Cash Fund                                           $    28.50                              
Receipts:                                                 0.00
Disbursements:         8.40
Balance:                                                     $     20.10

Wise CDs and Interest:           ($2332.55)   $ 5165.97             

Grand Total:                      $ 7613.19

(1)  Includes $2833.42 of Maurice Wise Scholarship Funds.
(2)  Community Service Fund owes General Fund $ 65.82

 

CDR Bob England and his wife Mary.  Bob is one of several 
members who are living charter members of this 
organization.
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Legislation News for December

 Citrus County Chapter
Web Site Edition

 

Tim Holme

Capt, USNavy (Ret)

It reminds me of a tongue-in-cheek patch from my days with 
Naval Intelligence:

Sounds Great, But Where Can I Go To 
ÒMonitorÓ?

How about a source of reliable, spin-free, information other 
than Project Vote Smart?  If you are looking for what, in 
school, we called “primary sources”, I  recommend 
www.Thomas.gov .  What is Thomas?  It’s the web site of the 
Library of Congress that focuses on legislation.  THOMAS 
was launched in January of 1995, at the inception of the 
104th Congress. The leadership of the 104th Congress 
directed the Library of Congress to make federal legislative 
information freely available to the public. Since that time 
THOMAS has expanded the scope of its offerings to include 
the features and content listed below.

Bills, Resolutions
Activity in Congress

Congressional Record
Schedules, Calendars
Committee Information

Presidential Nominations
Treaties

Government Resources
For Teachers

Help and Contact

Thomas is a terrific place to go, especially for politics junkies 
such as me.  It’s a cinch to use.  e.g., to look up the status of 
a bill, just click on Bills, Resolutions,  type in the Bill Number 
and hit “SEARCH” .  In nothing flat, you have all  the 
information you could possibly want, factual and spin-free.

A vote is like a rifle;
 Its usefulness depends upon the 

character of the user.

Theodore Roosevelt

     Montana was absolutely terrific in the month of 
October.  Two weeks working for Project Vote Smart 
high (6,000’) in the Rockies with crisp, sub zero, 
temperatures in the morning and sun and fair skies in 
the afternoons.   We even had 4-5 inches of snow on the 
ground when I arrived, but it was all  gone by the end of 
the first week.  If you would like to access some great 
p h o t o s , s e n d m e a f a c e b o o k r e q u e s t a t 
tholme@tampabay.rr.com.  Two of the projects I worked 
on during my visit to The Great Divide Ranch were 
useful in alerting me to the potential  problems we all 
face when trying to make important decisions regarding 
how we should “aim” our vote.  In the first project, I 
visited the official web sites of all 50 states for the 
purpose of updating the data on the Project’s web site 
regarding the leadership of 99 (Nebraska is unicameral) 
different state legislative bodies.  i.e., who were the 
majority and minority party leaders, who were the floor 
whips, etc.  In the second project I visited the web sites 
of Florida and Georgia to update the Project data on all 
legislative committee and sub-committee memberships.  
I learned that some sites were very well designed 
(including Florida’s) some were confusing and hard to 
navigate and some were downright awful.  One common 
thread at almost every site, however, was that they were 
seldom, if ever, updated.  It was a reminder to me that, 
as useful as the internet has become, it’s only as good 
as the data entered on the sites.  We should all treat all 
sites and their data with a certain degree of skepticism.  

http://www.Thomas.gov
http://www.Thomas.gov
mailto:tholme@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:tholme@tampabay.rr.com
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Good News

1.  Congress passed and sent to the President a bill 
that allows military spouses to claim residence in 
the same state as their wives or husbands.  
Spouses who lobbied for the change said having 
the same right as service members would 
prevent hassles associated with every move, 
such as obtaining a new driver’s license and 
reregistering to vote.  While not all states made 
spouses do this, some did and now, with this 
new legislation, that unnecessary annoyance is 
eliminated.  Please note that this offsets the 
dropping of a Senate-passed provision in the 
final version of the FY2010  Defense 
Authorization Act.

2. On Oct 27, the U.S. House of Representatives 
approved legislation granting a federal  charter to 
MOAA.  The Senate passed an identical bill  on 
Sep 24 so the bill  should be signed by the time 
you read this newsletter.  This charter was 
particularly important because, with out it, MOAA 
was prohibited from serving on important 
veterans’ advisory panels in some states.  We in 
MOAA are grateful  for the strong support of 
Senator Nelson (Sponsor of the Senate bill) and 
Congresswoman Brown-Waite (co-sponsor of 
the House bill).

3. The Pentagon has announced that it will  not 
appeal a recent U.S. Appeals Court ruling that 
certain military widows are eligible to receive full 
payment of both VA Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation (DIC) and their military Survivor 
Benefit Plan (SBP) annuities.  At issue is a 2004 
law that restored DIC payments to veterans’ 
surviving spouses who remarry after their 57th 
birthday.  Before the law change, survivors lost 
DIC upon remarriage at any age.

Not so Good News

1. The final version of the FY2010 Defense 
Authorization Act dropped the House plan to 
phase out the disability offset to retired pay for 
medically retired (chapter 61) members.  MOAA 
says that “this is a particularly devastating 
setback because, for the first time, the 
President’s budget had included this measure.”  
It appears that the Senate objected to funding 
sources identified by the House.  

2. Also dropped was a provision “expressing the 
sense of Congress that military retirement and 

health benefits are the primary offset to the 
extraordinary demands and sacrifices inherent in a 
military career.”  As the current climate regarding 
health care reform heats up, it would have been 
helpful  for this expression of the “sense of 
Congress” to have been retained.  As MOAA 
members, we need to remain vigilant regarding 
potential  impacts of health care reform on TRICARE 
and Medicare (which directly impacts TRICARE for 
Life).

From the Office of Congresswoman
Ginny Brown-Waite

 We are privileged once again this month to have 
received a direct communication from our Congresswoman 
regarding matters of specific interest to us and her continued 
action on Capitol  Hill on our behalf.  The following was 
received on Monday, November 9th:

Dear friend,

As part of my continued commitment to serving our 5th 
district veterans, I want to provide you with an update 
on a couple of veterans issues that I am working on 
both up in Washington and at home in the 5th district:  

As you may have heard, on September 30, the 
Department of Defense proposed a TRICARE fee 
increase for Fiscal Year 2010 whereby the
copayment for inpatient hospitalization charges would 
increase by $110/day.  FY 2010 began October 1, so 
TRICARE users received basically no warning 
regarding these rate increases.  However, my colleagues 
and I worked quickly  to right this wrong, including a 
provision in the Defense Authorization Act that 
prohibited increased copayments for inpatient
care at civilian hospitals under TRICARE Standard 
during FY2010.

Also, I wanted to inform you of an exciting new 
addition to the Orlando VA Medical System.  On 
November 20, the new Community Based Outpatient
Clinic (CBOC) in Clermont will begin seeing patients.  
I am thrilled that the Department of Veterans Affairs 
heard my calls regarding the need for additional VA 
health facilities in Florida's 5th Congressional
District.  With more and more veterans coming to Lake 
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County, the need for readily accessible VA health 
care will continue to grow, and the new
Clermont CBOC will address that need.

It is an honor and a privilege to represent the more 
than 116,000 veterans who call the 5th district 
home.  If you need assistance with a veteran's 
related issue, please don't hesitate to call my office 
toll free at  1-866-492-4835.  My  staff or I will be 
happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Ginny Brown-Waite
Member of Congress

Congress in Arrears
How many times in the last 11 years has Congress completed 
all appropriation bill actions by the start of the new fiscal 
year?   0?, 1?, 4?, or 7?

The Answer is 0!  Over the past 11 years Congress has 
enacted at least 2 continuing resolutions (temporary authority 
to fund essential government services until all appropriations 
bills are passed) and as many as 21 in any given year. 

The chart below shows the number of continuing resolutions 
per year since 2000.

Fiscal 
Year

Spending 
Bills Cleared 

by Oct. 1
CRs Enacted

2000 4 7

2001 2 21

2002 0 8

2003 0 8

2004 3 5

2005 1 3

2006 2 3

2007 1 4

2008 0 4

2009 3 2

2010 1 1*

¥ as of Oct 27, 2009

Legislation Watch List

In addition to the three pairs of legislation covered in last 
month’s column, add the following:

S. 484 and H.R. 235 the “Social Security Fairness Act of 
2009” amends title II (Old Age, Survivors and Disability 
Insurance) (OASDI) of the Social Security Act to repeal: (1) 
government pension offset requirements applicable to 
husband's and wife's insurance benefits, widow's and 
widower's insurance benefits, and mother's and father's 
insurance benefits with respect to OASDI payments; and (2) 
windfall elimination requirements with respect to computation 
of an individual's primary insurance amount.  Senator Nelson 
and Congresswoman Brown-Waite are both co-sponsors of 
their respective bills.

S. 546 and H.R. 303 the “Retired Pay Restoration Act”  
would authorize the full  concurrent receipt of retired pay and 
veterans' disability compensation for retirees with regular or 
Guard/Reserve retirements. Currently, those with combat-
related or 100% disabilities are authorized full concurrent 
receipt (e.g., combat related special  compensation/full 
concurrent receipt); and those with 50% or higher non-
combat disabilities will  see their disability offsets phased out 
over the next 7 years. Senators Nelson and LeMieux and 
Congresswoman Brown-Waite are co-sponsors of their 
respective bills.
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VA CONFIRMS NEW AGENT ORANGE 
PRESUMPTIVE DISEASES -- NOW WHAT?

Approval of ischemic heart disease expected to clog VA's 
already backlogged disability benefits system.
by Larry Scott, VA Watchdog dot Org
-------------------------
Yesterday we presented an article from The New York Times 
about the VA adding three new presumptive diseases to the 
Agent Orange exposure roster.  That article is here ... 
http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfoct09/nf101309-5.htm
Now, the VA has confirmed this and issued an explanatory 
press release.  The diseases are:  Parkinson's disease, hairy-
cell leukemia and ischemic heart disease.  The addition of 
ischemic heart disease caught many,  including myself, by 
surprise as it opens the door to what could be a tidal wave of 
claims.  Veterans' Advocate Jim Strickland has similar 
thoughts and offers the following:  At first glance I couldn't 
believe that James Dao of The New York Times had made 
such a mistake. And I told him so. There wasn't enough 
evidence for Secretary Shinseki to declare Ischemic Heart 
Disease as a presumptive condition to Agent Orange exposure 
in Vietnam veterans for one thing. The medical definitions and 
causes of ischemic heart disease also make it impossible to 
single out ischemic heat disease and ignore carotid artery 
disease or claudication.

Ischemic heart disease is caused by conditions that affect the 
arteries supplying blood to the heart. Most often that condition 
is referred to as atherosclerosis, sometimes known as 
hardening of the arteries. If those arteries in the heart are 
diseased, so too are the arteries in the rest of the body. In other 
words, you don't have heart disease, you have artery disease. 
Even if the arteries in your heart are affected first, you're 
likely to have a sort of total body disease of all the major 
arteries.

Obstructive Coronary Artery Disease (CAD) is the most 
common cause of ischemic heart disease. Coronary Artery 
Disease is caused by atherosclerosis, more commonly known 
as "hardening of the arteries". Atherosclerosis is a progressive 
disease that affects all the arteries in the body. Due to known 
risk factors like hypertension (high blood pressure), smoking, 
high cholesterol, family history, male gender and obesity, 
CAD is the leading cause of death in America.

CAD (or ischemic heart disease) isn't a single disease that's 
easy to define and separate from other closely related issues. 
A patient with CAD often has similar disease processes in the 
nearby carotid arteries. The carotids are the vessels in the neck 
that take fresh blood to the brain. When those vessels are 
obstructed by atherosclerosis, a stroke may occur. The 
similarity is such that strokes are sometimes called "brain 
attacks", similar in nature to heart attacks.

Ischemic heart disease can lead to arrhythmias...those 
unsynchronized heart beats that may require powerful medicines or 
even a pacemaker to treat. In some very deadly arrhythmias an 
Automatic Implantable Cardiac Defibrillator (AICD) can be 
required to prevent sudden death syndrome.

Now that Secretary Shinseki has approved that "ischemic heart 
disease" is a presumptive condition for the Vietnam veteran, the 
mind boggles with the associated conditions that must also apply.

If you are a Vietnam veteran and have angina, shortness of breath, 
any arrhythmia, any vascular disease (heart, renal, carotid, leg, 
ED), or any other condition that might be associated with ischemic 
heart disease, you should begin to file and set your effective date.

If you've ever been denied a benefit for heart disease of any sort, 
you should begin to file and protest the earlier denial.

The kinks will be ironed out as we see what this brings to us. My 
bet is that there are easily tens of thousands of veterans who will 
be eligible for the ischemic heart disease benefit and that many 
more who will see associated benefits come their way.

If you thought VA was behind in processing claims before...wait a 
few months, you ain't seen nothing yet.
----------
The Institute of Medicine (IOM) report which brought about these 
changes can be found here ... 
http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfjul09/nf072609-2.htm
Use our search engine for more about Agent Orange ...  click 
here ... 
http://www.yourvabenefits.org/sessearch.
php?q=agent+orange&op=ph

http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfoct09/nf101309-5.htm
http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfoct09/nf101309-5.htm
http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfoct09/nf101309-5.htm
http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfoct09/nf101309-5.htm
http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfjul09/nf072609-2.htm
http://www.vawatchdog.org/09/nf09/nfjul09/nf072609-2.htm
http://www.yourvabenefits.org/sessearch.php?q=agent+orange&op=ph
http://www.yourvabenefits.org/sessearch.php?q=agent+orange&op=ph
http://www.yourvabenefits.org/sessearch.php?q=agent+orange&op=ph
http://www.yourvabenefits.org/sessearch.php?q=agent+orange&op=ph


Page 12

 Citrus County Chapter
Web Site Edition

ADDITIONAL VIETNAM INFORMATION

In our October newsletter an article was run on Vietnam Facts 
verses Fiction.  Since its publication additional data has been 
found.   These statistics were taken from a variety of sources 
to include:  The VFW Magazine, the Public Information 
Office, and the HQ CP Forward Observer - 1st Recon April 
12, 1997. 

In case you haven't been paying attention these past few 
decades after you returned from Vietnam, the clock has been 
ticking.  The following are some statistics that are at once 
depressing yet in a larger sense should give you a huge sense 
of pride.

"Of the 2,709,918 Americans who served in Vietnam, Less 
than 850,000 are estimated to be alive today, with the 
youngest American Vietnam veteran's age approximated to be 
54 years old."  How does it feel to be among the last third of 
all the Vietnam Veterans who served in Vietnam to be alive?  I 
don't know about you guys, but it kind of gives me the chills. 

Considering the kind of information available about the death 
rate of WWII and Korean War Veterans, publicized 
information indicates that in the last 14 years Vietnam 
veterans are dying at the rate of 390 deaths each day.   At this 
rate there will be only a few of us alive in 2015. 

STATISTICS FOR INDIVIDUALS IN 
UNIFORM AND IN COUNTRY

VIETNAM VETERANS

1.  3,403,100 (Including 514,300 offshore) personnel served in 
the broader Southeast Asia Theater (Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, flight crews based in Thailand and sailors in 
adjacent South China Sea waters).

2.  2,594,000 personnel served within the borders of South 
Vietnam (Jan. 1, 1965 - March 28, 1973).  Another 50,000 
men served in Vietnam between 1960 and 1964.

3.  Of the 2.6 million, between 1-1.6 million (40-60%) either 
fought in combat, provided close support or were at least fairly 
regularly exposed to enemy attack.

4.  7,484 women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in Vietnam.

5.  Peak troop strength in Vietnam: 543,482 (April 30, 1968).

CASUALTIES 

1.  Non-hostile deaths: 10,800

2.  Total: 58,202 (Includes men formerly classified as MIA and 
Mayaguez casualties).  Men who have subsequently died of 
wounds account for the changing total.

3.  8 nurses died -- 1 was KIA. 

4.  2,709,918 Americans served in Vietnam, 58,202 were KIA for a 
percentage of .0214%.

5.  303,704 were wounded.  Of those 153,329 were hospitalized 
and 150,375 were injured requiring no hospital care.

6.  Multiple amputations occurred at the rate of 18.4% compared 
to 5.7% in WWII.

7.   POWs: 766 (114 died in captivity) 

DRAFTEES VS VOLUNTEERS

1.  25% (648,500) of total forces in country were draftees.

2.  66% of U.S. armed forces members were drafted during 
WWII).

3.  Draftees accounted for 30.4% (17,725) of combat deaths in 
Vietnam.

4.  Reservists killed: 5,977

5.  National Guard: 6,140 served: 101 died.

6.  Total draftees (1965 - 73): 1,728,344.

7.  Actually served in Vietnam: 38%

8.  Marine Corps Draft: 42,633.

9.  Last man drafted: June 30, 1973.
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RACE AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND

1.   88.4% of the men who actually served in Vietnam were 
Caucasian; 10.6% (275,000) were black; 1% belonged to 
other races.

2.   170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2% of 
total) died there.

3.  70% of enlisted men killed were of North-west European 
descent.

4.  14.6% (1,530) of non-combat deaths were among blacks.

5.  Religion of Dead: Protestant -- 64.4%; Catholic -- 28.9%; 
other/none -- 6.7%

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS

1.  76% of the men sent to Vietnam were from lower middle/
working class backgrounds.

2.  Three-fourths had family incomes above the poverty level; 
50% were from middle income backgrounds.

3.  Some 23% of Vietnam vets had fathers with professional, 
managerial or technical occupations.

4.  79% of the men who served in Vietnam had a high school 
education or better when they entered the military service.  
63% of Korean War vets and only 45% of WWII vets had 
completed high school upon separation.

5.  Deaths by region per 100,000 of population: South -- 31%, 
West --29.9%; Midwest -- 28.4%; Northeast -- 23.5%.

WINNING & LOSING

1.  82% of veterans who saw heavy combat strongly believe the 
war was lost because of lack of political will.

2.  Nearly 75% of the public agrees it was a failure of political 
will, not of arms.

MOAA Wins Award at Vets Fair

Fellow MOAA members,
 
We won third prize at the MOAA fair.  I have attached some 
pictures taken by Jim Echlin.
 
This is the first time we have ever won anything at the Veterans 
Fair or the Parade.  Finally!
 
Thank you to all who helped.  Well done!
 
Bravo Zulu.  Bravo Zulu.
 
Gary

Our MOAA Chapters entry in the 2009 Veterans Fair.  Shown 
being staffed by RADM Mac and Marge Blunk.

Judging of 
our entry.
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Gary Runyon and George Hausold receive our Third Place award from the MC of 
the opening program and the fair organizer who was our own VSO JJ Kenney.

Our Third Place Award

Veterans Fair photographs taken by Jim Echlin.


