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OLean on MeO
COL Sharon I. Richie-Melvan, USA (Ret)

ValentineOs Day is coming money to keep the electricity turned on during a cold spell and for
and | could not find a better still others it is to pay the rent for the one month between jobs. Our
example of true love than a Veterans Service Officer, JJ Kenny investigates each case and
couple I met at a Central ensures that the need is legitimate and that they have been
Florida MOAA chapter honorably discharged from the service. Our local coffers are just
meeting. He gazed into her about empty and we have no other source of donations. | ask you
eyes so lovingly each time she to give generously and often (maybe on a monthly basis). Mail
spoke that | thought to your checks to the Citrus County Veterans Foundation 2804 W.
myself, OOh yes! | want that!O Marc Knighton Ct., Suite B140 Lecanto, FL 34461-8334.

My second thought was, OOh,

but | have that'O and | wish The beauty of our MOAA organization is that you can clearly see
the same for each of you! Hello my brothers and sisters, let@sd appreciate our illustrious past as well as our glorious and
show each other a little love (demonstration, not just thoughtd)right future in one group of people. At the Orlando MOAA
and not wait until ValentineOs Day to do it. Take a lesson fromeeting | met retired Navy Captain Walt Marquardt who shared
one of our Citrus County MOAA members who listed all thestories of his days at the Pentagon in 1954. | later learned that he
reasons why they love their spouse and presented the reas@tso had been the project officer for building the Vietham Veterans
as a gift along with a getaway weekend and a fabulous dinndvlemorial. At that meeting, | also met the NavyOs first female
For our auxiliary members, | suggest that you show a littleadmiral (see my photo) who was Chief of their Nurse Corps,
love to your friends and yourself by planning a good-timeRADM Alene Duerk. What an honor! That week | was awed by a
outing together. Think about joining us at the Florida Councilbriefing about each military service academy and their half million
of MOAA chapters weekend party (aka the annual meeting) inlollar (per student) educational scholarship programs available to
Fort Myer, FloridaOs at the Crowne Plaza hotel theol every U.S. high school senior who qualifies. My delight was
May. We are planning for free transportation (ride with one ofcomplete when | realized that the West Point briefing was to be
us), multiple roommates to ensure the lowest hotel cost, funonducted by our very own Cadet Shanley Lawler, now in her
free activities and Happy Hour drinks all day. We really wantsophomore year at the academy and a shining star at the school
you to attend and have a great time!! (see photo with Congresswoman Ginny Brown-Waite who hosted
~ the briefings). Most will remember that Shanley was an Inverness
IOm helping to plan our Florida Veterans Foundation fun#ligh School student and she escorted COL Lloyd Fish (one of our
raising dinner set for March 24n Tallahassee, FL. We hope charter members) to our MOAA of Citrus County summer picnic
to bring together our state legislators and major businedsvo years ago.

leaders as partners, to focus on helping our Florida veterans.

The foundation addresses veteran needs not met by the VBome folks are concerned about the healthcare reforms coming our

Their three main goals this year are to help fund: 1) the .y and wondering how it might affect their future. We are blessed

\olunteers of America Veterans Mobile Service bus Whichté have the finest legislative mind in our chapter, our Vice

offers free medical and dental care for homeless vets; 2) chilgegjgent Tim Holme and if he doesn®t have the answer, he has our
care for the kids visiting their veteran parents in the hospitalgnqresswoman and MOAA national on speed dial. Send him your
and 3) financial support for disabled veterans until theyy egtions and suspicious emails and he will steer you to the facts,
receive their pension ( up to 90 days). If you know of ayqt fears. If you want your answers straight from our full time

Florida business that should be represented at that dinngEgearchers at MOAA headquarters, please call 1-800-234-6622 (or
please let me know. email) and expect a response within 24-48 hours. There are many

exciting professional and personal opportunities coming our way to

Our Citrus County Veterans Foundation also has a program {0, yrish ourselves, grow and thrive. LetOs join hands and enjoy this
address the unmet needs of our veterans on the local level. rli'ae together.

our community, the CC Veterans Foundation seeks to help the

"Jou are welcome to join me and others in prayer for the people of

an ever increasing numbers of individual veterans and thelflaiti at 0730 or 1030 each morning. Call 507-726-4200 ID
family members who need immediate assistance. For some

who are homeless, it is a bus ticket to relatives in another staffesidents Message (Continued on Page 4)
who are willing to take them in. For others it is a little extra
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Women (MOAA Ladies Auxiliary) side to the building. When one side goes
convened at 1230 hours, January 7, 2010 ainto a lock-down, this greatly reduces the
the Inverness Women's Club House,amount of exits to the other side. The
Inverness, Florida. MOAA Women problem is more of a management problem
President Louise Maroc-Hogberg presiding.than any real lapse of security in the
MOAA president Sharon Richie-Melvan building.
was present. There were 43 in attendance.

A mental health unit is almost complete in
JJ Kenney gave the invocation and led in thethe building.
pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

Much of JJ's veteran's relief services is grant
MOAA Women president Louise Maroc- funded. The current economy situation has
Hogberg welcomed all MOAA regular reduced the monies from these grants.
members and their spouses to the joint
meeting. She immediately adjourned theThe VA hospital in Gainesville has a new
meeting so everyone could dine. facility with 238 private rooms and a

parking lot for 500 cars with another 500 car
The meal was pot luck. Members selectedlot in planning.
their meals from several buffet tables filled
with home-prepared dishes, viands and tastyOver the past three years there has been an
deserts. There was also a wine/horsincrease in VA spending. Over 48 million
d'oeuvre table. VA dollars come into Citrus County.

Louise reconvened the meeting at 1310The Citrus County Veterans Foundation

hours. She introduced Citrus County normally spends over $20,000 dollars each

Veterans Services Officer and MOAA year for various grants and loans. At the

member, JJ Kennedy as the guest speaker. present time, their account is below $3,000
dollars.

JJ said that his Veterans Services Officer's

staff had been reduced by fifty percent dueCurrently, there is 12 percent unemployment

to budget cuts caused by the currentin Citrus County. The job hits have

economic recession. He has a part timeoccurred in construction. The least effected

secretary. His former secretary, Virginia, are medical jobs.

retired after thirty-five years. Also, JJ does

the over-time work to save money. He is Currently, the VA will only train disabled

salaried while his assistant works on theveterans. Veteran's with minor disabilities

clock. (10 percent or less) are pretty much out of
luck.

There is a great increase in Post-Traumatic

Stress Disorder claims directly related to theThere is a built in trap for the Post 9/11 Gl

war in Afghanistan. A minimum of twenty Bill. Some veterans may qualify for the pre

percent have some sort of PTSD problem.9/11 Gl bill. Once a veteran elects to use

Treatment for this is "really, really hurting." the post 9/11 Gl Bill, that person cannot

In general, the medical facilities are taxed torevert back to the benefits and terms of the

the limit for treating these cases. So much,pre 9/11 Bill.

that many patients are simply medicated

into a stupor instead of receiving long-term There is no retirement COLA raise this year

psychiatric counseling. although active duty members will get a
raise.

Generally, the Veteran's Services Office is

behind in the "pension side" of the claims. There are three new diseases that have been

attributed to the Viet Nam era Agent Orange

Veterans should be aware of a new scamexposure. The Federal Government is being

JJ's office has received offers to help themore liberal with payments for Agent

veterans with their financial planning. In Orange claims. Basically, if you stepped on

truth, many of these offers turn out to beViet Nam soil, you qualify for

nothing more than cleverly disguised consideration.

chumming efforts by investment companies

who end their counseling with a sales pitch. Hank Butler said the Korean War Veterans
Association is having trouble with their
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volunteer services at the veterans clinic. The clinic's securitPresidents Message (Continued from Page 1)

procedures are so strict that the volunteers have problems

proving that they are benevolent volunteers. #134143. If you canOt join at the specific prayer times noted, you
can still call and hear the prayer of the day.

At approximately 1330 hours, MOAA member Chester Tricca R )

fell and cut himself. He was attended to by the various retireticontinue to be honored that you OLean on Me,O lean on each othet

MOAA nurses. A 911 ambulance arrived and took Chester tandloudly proclaim our chapter motto, OLeaders . . . Proud to Care

a hospital emergency room. and Ready to Share.O

AT 1400 hours the meeting resumed. Sharon

Gary Runyon won the $44.00 dollar 50/50 and donated it
back the MOAA Women.

President Sharon Richie-Melvan thanked the MOAA Womer
for hosting the meeting. She particularly singled out Agnes
Kearnes for spearheading the room and meeting preparation

Secretary Gary E. Runyon said that Barbara Ralph die
January 1. Barbara was the wife of Colonel James Ralp
USA MC.

Gary also introduced the newest MOAA member, LT Merrily
Le Vee, USNR, NC. Merrily also volunteered for the
Veterans in the Classroom program last year.

Admiral McLeod reiterated JJ Kenney's comments about th
Citrus County Veterans Foundation's funds this year. Hi
asked that MOAA members consider making regular B
donations to this foundation. Funds for grants are very lovirhe NavyOs first female admiral who was Chief of their Nurse
and this is taking it's toll on veterans who suddenly findCorps, RADM Alene Duerk, USN (Ret) meets our Chapter
themselves in dire situations. President.

Sharon Richie-Melvan said that MOAA has just started a ne
"Give Me Ten" program this year.

Sharon will attend a MOAA president's meeting on Januar
30. On that same day, Hank Butler and Tim Holme will
represent our chapter at a \Veteran's Fair in Brooksvillg
Congress Ginny Brown-Waite is coordinating this fair.

Sharon reminded the secretary of the various reports due
MOAA FCOC.

Sharon said that this chapter will donate $75.00 dollars for a
ad in the upcoming MOAA FCOC Convention Souvenir
Book.

Sharon said her new book is coming out March 10.

This year's Dinner Theatre will be in late April. The play is
Sweet Charity and this chapter has reserved stage side seats

Louise Hogberg said the next Ladies Luncheon will be a
Red's Restaurant in February. Grace Shafer is coordinating

this.
Cadet Shanley Lawler, now in her sophomore year at the United

The meeting was adjourned 1420 hours. States Military Academy, with Congresswoman Ginny Brown-
Waite and President Sharon share a moment at the briefings about

. each military service academy hosted by Congresswoman Brown-
Respectfully Submitted, Waite.. y y y g

Gary E. Runyon
Secretary
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Chapter Contact Information

(Mail) P.O. Box 995
Inverness, FL 34451

(Phone) (352) 563-5727

(Email) Laserger@infionline.net

(Web Address)
http://citruscountymoaa.org

Citrus County Veteran, Service

Officer
CWO4 J.J. Kenney, USMC (Ret) Chapter Calendar of Upcoming Events:
2804 W. Marc Knightpn CtSuite B140
Lacanto, Florida 34461 February 4. Meeting EmperorOs Garden 1130 buffet lunch; 1215 hrs meeting
Phone: (352) 527-5915 March 4. Meeting EmperorOs Garden 1130 buffet lunch; 1215 hrs meeting
Fax: (352) 527-5916
Email: April 1. Meeting EmperorOs Garden 1130 buffet lunch; 1215 hrs meeting

April 29. Front row seating at the Hudson Dinner Theater for the musical OSweet
CharityO. Tickets are $42.00 per person. More information in next months newsletter.

Citrus CountyVeterans Foundation May TBD. Joint Meeting & Bud Wise Scholarship LuncheonPlace: TBD
Post Office Box 2065

Lecanto, Florida 34460 May 21-23.FL Council of MOAA Chapters Convention Crowne Plaza Hotel Fort
Myers, FL; POC: Jim & Dottie Conner 239-542-5627 Calusa Chapter

IN MEMORIUM

Mrs.Barbara Ralph

LUNCHEONS January 1, 2010

MOAA

Book by Neil Simon
Music by Cy Coleman
Lyrics by Carolyn Leigh
Based on the film Nights of Cabiria by
Federico Fellini

EmperorOs Garden
1314 Highway 41N., Inverness
Next door to the Inverness Post Office.
1130 hours Thursday, Nov 5, 2009

Open Buffet - Private meeting room
Reservations not required

MOAA Women

The Women of MOAA will meet
February, 18 at 1200 hours at Re
restaurant on Highway 200. It is righf,
before the bridge crossing thg
Withlacoochee River, on the right hang
side of the road.

The bittersweet story of Charity Hope Valentine has had many incarnations. Based on the
talian film, Nights of Cabiria by Federico Fellini, the story follows a young woman
arching for love only to find heartbreak. Mistreated and taken by everyone, she meets &
an who promises her a respectable and happy future only to find more obstacles along
er way. When Cy Coleman, Carolyn Leigh, the brilliant Neil Simon, and director Bob
osse acquired the screenplay, they turned it into one of AmericaOs most belovec
musicals. After its original opening in 1966, starring Gwen Verdon, a subsequent film
version followed (with Shirley McLaine) as well as two Broadway revivals. With the
exciting musical styles of the 19600s and the famous choreography of Bob Fosse, Swe
Charity has lasted over 40 years and will probably last 40 more.

RSVP: Louise at:
Aussie90@tampabay.rr.coon 637-5898.
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'P Citrus County Cha‘pi@r donation to the CCVF and not really know what's happening.
: v Admiral McLeod has asked me to write a few comments about

llo I Web Site Edition donations to the Citrus County Veteran's Foundation. I've attended
M‘I several of these meetings so let me tell you something about the

® organization and how it works. The CCVF is a small nonprofit
organization that makes grants and loans to veterans in Citrus
County who find themselves in need. Many of the loans are repaid
back to the foundation.

This is considerably more than just giving money to homeless
veterans. Many of the veterans in question are self supporting
individuals who are living right at the edge of their limited
financial capabilities. Occasionally, an unexpected expense simply
topples the whole financial cart and the veteran needs immediate
assistance to avoid catastrophe. Most cases are unique. One
example | recall was a veteran with a monthly disability payment
who had her finances balanced. A government clerk made a
mistake and withheld several consecutive monthly disability
~ payments leaving the veteran underpaid and unable to pay her full
SecretaryOS Notes rent. JJ Kenney investigated the oversight and got the correct
payments started again. By law, the government could take its
LCDR Gary Runyon’ USN (Ret) time to make back payments. However, the veteran's landlord did
not quite see it that way and wanted immediate rent payment. This
| just talked with Chester Tricca as | was writing these note where the CCVF stepped in and stabilized the situation with an
Chester said that he is feeling fine and was not hurt badly afigimediate loan until all checks found their way to the proper
his fall at January's joint meeting. He said that his wifepeople.

Virginia is doing very nicely after her recent hip replacement. )
She will going in soon to replace the other hip. The CCVF has an annual operating budget of $20,000 - $30,000

dollars for loans and grants. Money is raised from direct donations
Welcome aboard to our newest member, LT Merrily LeVeenade by individuals, from donations collected outside a shopping
USNR, NC. Merrily was in the Navy Nurse Corps during th&enter and from profits from an annual charitable golf tournament
mid 60s. She found out about our Organization when SHL.E'd in late summer. This county's Order of the Purple Hearts also
volunteered for a class in last November's Veterans In THhaises money for the CCVF by supplying American flags to the Tax
Classroom program. Merr”y received some very nice |ette@SSG.SSOI"S office. Profits from the yoluntary sales of these flags
from her fourth grade students and found the experience to &€ given to the CCVF and then distributed to needy vets.
rewarding.

From this accrual of donations, the CCVF allows Veterans Service

Jane Noyes has left our chapter. She had a recent illness fRffcer JJ Kenney discretion to make a loan or grant up to $500.00
took her to the hospital. Her family has decided to move her @9llars for each case. All cases over $500 dollars must be
Texas. So, she will be leaving the area. Jane liked to atte@@Proved by the membership. ~ The members supervising all
our annual Dinner Theatres. Many years ago, Jane invited figbursements of money include Admiral McLeod, Bob Truax,
to Book Cunningham's annual January barbecue on his 56@rt Ebitz, Sharon Richie-Melvan, Hank Butler, former County
acre wilderness estate South of the National Guard building. Gommissioner Vicki Phillips and Bob Huscher. As you can see,
was fabulous to be able to do something like that in Citrui§€ proper supervision is in place.

County. Five miles from my house and | was completely ina = _ _
fully treed pristine landscape. Night would fall and BookAt this time, the CCVF, with annual expenses of twenty to thirty-
would start a huge bonfire that would light up his picni¢housand dollars, finds its coffers dipping below two thousand
pavilion. Later, when | was trying to drive off his property indollars. The next big infusion of money will not come until the
the dark, | had to do some serious navigation to find the di@te summer golf fund raiser. Some relief is needed. Admiral

road so | could get back to civilization. All this was five milesMcLeod and | are asking you to consider a donation to this cause.
from my home. It was wonderful. This is the real thing, where you may be putting meat and potatoes

on a veteran's table until the end of the month or helping him with
It is my sad duty to report that Barbara Ralph died on Januaﬁ'}ﬁ‘t one month's rent so he can get his head back above water. So
1. Barbara was the wife of Colonel James Ralph USA M@lease give this excellent cause some serious thought. Please send

(Ret). | extend my deepest sympathy to Jim. your donation to:

The Citrus County Veterans Foundation has found itself CCVF

running short of operating funds. JJ Kenney discussed this Post Office Box 2065
during his January MOAA presentation. ~ Admiral McLeod Lecanto, Florida 34460

also stressed this same point from the floor at the same ) .
meeting_ You may have read in past minutes where er give MAC a call at 746-1384 and let him know that you will be
MOAA chapter or the our Ladies Auxiliary has made &elping out.
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Legislation News for February

Tim Holme

Capt, USNavy (Ret)

| predict future happiness for Americans if
they can prevent the government from
wasting the labors of people under the
pretense of taking care of them.

Thomas Jefferson

As this monthOs column is being written, Congress
has returned from the Christmas break and begins the
second session of the 111t Congress. High on the
agenda during the weeks leading up to the PresidentOs
State of the Union Address is the effort to put a
compromise version the Health Care Reform Bill on the
PresidentOs desk so he can sign it before his address.
Interestingly, the OConference CommitteeO action that will
occur over these weeks will most certainly bear little
resemblance to anything you or | learned while studying
Civics or American Government in school. Because the
compromise bill requires only a simple majority for
passage in the House (where the majority party has
more than enough votes) but needs a OsuperO majority in
the Senate (where the majority party has no more than
the 60 votes needed) there will be little or no
compromise. Actually the minority party is expected to
be excluded from compromise negotiations. To
preserve the majority partyOs 60 votes in the Senate,
there will be no elimination of the Ospecial provisionsO
written into the bill to secure those needed votes. For
example, Florida Senator NelsonOs earmark to exclude
Medicare Advantage cuts in Florida will remain. 1Om told
that itOs being called OGator AidO in DC. Nebraska
Senator Ben NelsonOs earmark, OThe Cornhusker
KickbackO, that protects that state from paying for

Medicaid forever, will also remain. It will be interesting to
watch to see how many other Senators line up at the trough
to secure additional costly earmarks benefiting their states.
One has to wonder how the eventual compromise bill can
survive a Constitutional challenge that will certainly be made
by states not favored by special privileges.

There Ought to be a Law

Recently my attention was drawn to an article from the
Associated Press published in the Tampa Tribune. The
Headline was Minorities lack academy accessO. The
Naval Academy, West Point, Air Force Academy and
Merchant Marine Academy all require that applicants obtain
a nomination prior to appointment. Only the Coast Guard
Academy does not require this. According to the AP article,
some Members of Congress fail to make full use of their
opportunity to make nominations. For example, OFrom New
York to Chicago to Los Angeles, lawmakers from heavily
minority areas rank at or near the bottom in the number of
students they have nominated for appointmentO. Members
of Congress are normally allowed to nominate up to 10
candidates (from which one will receive an appointment) to
each of the four academies each year. They are also
allowed to have as many as 5 enrolled at one time at each of
the academies. Doing the math shows that 40 nominations
each year over 5 years equals 200 potential nominations
from each Member of Congress. Yet, according to the AP,
fewer than half of the 435 House Districts nominated more
than 100 each during the most recent 5 year period for which
data are available. (I can assure you that the 5t
Congressional District of Florida is not one of those
delinquent Congressional Districts. In fact, when | talked with
Congresswoman Brown-Waite’s local office, | was informed
that they had submitted more than 150 nominations over the
past 5 years. Only the Merchant Marine Academy typically has
less than the maximum allowable nominations due to fewer
qualified applicants.)

According to the AP, Rep, Nydia Velasquez of New York
City, chairwoman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus,
nominated only four students over the five year period. Next
lowest was Rep Charles Rangel, whose New York City
district includes Harlem, with eight nominations. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, whose San Francisco district is 29
percent Asian, made only nineteen nominations. You canOt
convince me that there simply arenOt enough qualified
candidates in these districts. Anti-Military feelings
notwithstanding, Members of Congress are doing their
constituents a disservice by not seeking out deserving and
qualified candidates.

There ought to be a law! The system, as designed, is good
because it assures that each of the academies will enroll an
ethnically and geographically diverse group every year. But,
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if members of Congress canOt be convinced to make full
use of their right to nominate constituents, the law should
be changed enabling other Members of Congress to
augment their existing ability to nominate as well as to

have more than 5 enrolled at each academy at the same
time.

From the Office of Congresswoman
Ginny Brown-Waite

| have received thousands of questions from
constituents who want to know how the final
health care bill will affect them. Regrettably, |
have not been able to provide a clear answer
because the health care bill that has come
before me is deliberately unclear on this point;
leaving the Secretary of Health and Human
Services and the newly created, unelected
“Health Choices Commissioner” the power to
determine what will be deemed acceptable
levels of coverage. Despite the uncertainties in
this bill, it is important to clear up as much
confusion as possible.

There has been great concern about changes
in TRICARE coverage for veterans and members
of the military. | co-authored a letter in July of
2009 specifically requesting that any health
care reform policy considered by Congress
respect the integrity of TRICARE and VA health
care benefits and not impose any additional
taxes on or associated with these benefits.

My colleagues and | felt that if we are to
continue to rely on veterans to drive our
economy forward and lead our country toward
recovery, we must protect their benefits as we
work to protect the health of the American
people.

You should know that as both the Senate and
House bills currently stand, TRICARE
beneficiaries, as well as veterans who use the

VA health care system, will still be able to receive
their health care from these programs. However,
if it appears in any way that your health care will
be adversely affected as a result of this health
care legislation, please know that | will not rest
until your benefits are restored and the promises
this country has made are fulfilled.

| am opposed to the government takeover of
health care for many reasons. However, | believe
that health care must be debated on the facts, not
rumors or fear mongering. While there are many
problems with the health care reform being
discussed in Congress, the House and Senate-
passed bills do not impact benefits or fees
charged by TRICARE or the VA, nor will these
beneficiaries be exposed to any new tax liabilities.
You may be interested to know that the national
branch of the Military Officers Association of
America, the Fleet Reserve Association of
America, and the American Legion have all
studied the legislative language of both bills and
have also concluded that neither of these bills will
affect your TRICARE or VA health benefits.

Thank you again for your continued service.
Sincerely,

Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite
Member of Congress

Selected Legislative Goals for 2010

On the MOAA web site you can find a very detailed list of
MOAAQs Legislative Goals for the coming year. A detailed
discussion of those goals can be found in the January Issue
of Military Officer beginning on page 40. The top 10 goals
for 2010 are:

Reverse Medicare/Tricare payment cuts
Sustain people, weapons in defense budget
Sustain military manpower increases

Gain wounded warrior and caregiver fixes

Resist shifting health care costs to beneficiaries
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Repeal SBP/DIC offset

Work for full concurrent receipt

Restore military pay comparability

Upgrade Guard/Reserve retirement/health care

Improve spouse and family support

premium increases. The only way that can be done, since

Part B costs are actually increasing, is for those not exempt

to pick up all the cost. OMOAA believes that all Medicare-
eligibles should have their premiums frozen in years with no

Social Security COLA.O The House has already passed H.R.
3631 which will do just that. The Senate has yet to do so. If

you agree, go to the Action Alerts on the MOAA web site at

http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/ and send a suggested

message under OReverse Unfair Part B Premium HikesO.

Beware the Unsolicited Email

WeOve talked about this before but, itOs worth repeating
again. We are all on the receiving end of a constant barrage
of unsolicited emails that encourage us to forward the
contents to everyone in our address book. Sometimes itOs
just an interesting photo attachment. | still remember how
embarrassed | was when my son pointed out that the photo |

forwarded was doctored. | learned then to check out things
at www.snopes.com. Sometimes that works and sometimes
it doesnOt, especially if the material is new. We have a
arrangement here in the Citrus County Chapter that is
working very well when it comes to emails addressing
matters of interest to our community. Forward them to me so
that | can confirm the validity of the information through
multiple sources including MOAA Headquarters. In the past
48 hours alone, working together, we have been able to
avoid forwarding three inaccurate emails designed to spread
disturbing information to our community.

Medicare Part B Inequity Strikes

MOAA is asking for everyone to urge Congress to fix the
Ogross inequity® in Medicare Part B premiums.
Beginning January 1%, 25% of Medicare beneficiaries
(including everyone turning 65 this year) have been hit
with a 15% increase in their premiums so that the other
75% could be exempted from the increase. The problem
is that when there is no increase in COLA, like this year,
the law protects most of us on Medicare from seeing

2010 Florida Council of Chapters Convention May 21 b 23

We are planning some interesting seminars for you. Along with the most important one, concerning the latest MOA
information, we will have a MOAA/FCOC member who was a flight surgeon flying Navy and Air Force jet fighters in Viet Nam who
now has 6 eye clinics, speak to you about the latest innovations in eye surgery. He and his son, also an Opthamologist, have spol
medical groups all over the country on the newest techniques.

And a seminar just for fun! Author Robert Macomber, who writes historical novels about military Naval campaigns during tt
Civil War era, will give a talk. He has spoken to the Alvigr College as well as many other audiences all over the country. We have
heard him on 3 occasions, and he was fascinating to listen to, a very enthusiastic and lively speaker who will have you begging
more. You can check out his web site in advancevati.robertmacomber.com

We are working on other seminars and speakers and will give you updated information as soon as we have it.

Along with our seminars, we have a tour set up to visit the Edison-Ford Winter Estates. Thomas Edison and Henry Ford were
friends B Edison even gave some of his property to Ford so he could build a winter home next door. We will have a guide dresse
period costume who takes on the character he/she is portraying P it might be Mrs. Minna Edison telling you about her house
garden and the friends they entertained there, or Mr. Ford talking about his fishing trips with Edison. There is also the laboratory
Edison used while down here, with all the bottles and gadgets he worked with.

For details and registration form, go to the Florida Council of Chapters welrsitmoaafl.org click on the OconventionO tab,
then choose 020100 convention or you can contact Jim Conner at 239-5424562@®opmcast.net We can even mail a form to
you complete with return addressed envelope if you prefer.
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Items of Interest:

Army Echoes:! Jan-Apr 2010

In addition to the information in this edition of Echoes,
www.armygl.army.mil/RSO/docs/echoes/10_Jan.ypolfi can
always find the most up-to-date information on the RSO
Official Web site www.armygl.army.mil/retireas well as the
AKO for Retirees page locatedlatps://www.us.army.mil/
suite/page/559734

Reminder: You can order Retired Army decals, pins and
stickers online throughvww.aafes.com

A few people may have had problems accessing the latest
edition of Echoeshttp://www.armygl.army.mil/RSO/docs/
echoes/10_Jan.pdbnline.

2009 was a busy year for your Auxiliary Member Advisory
Committee.

January 2009: We asked for your participation in our 2009 survey
and one third of you responded. From this survey we gained a
better understanding of your roles, responsibilities, and efforts as
an auxiliary liaison within your chapter.

April 2009: Your AMAC team joined with MOAAQOs Board of
Directors, headquarters staff, and council and chapter presidents
from all 50 states and Puerto Rico, and participated in MOAAOs
annual OStorming the Hill,O petitioning our legislators to act upon
three critical items: (1) No disproportional TRICARE fee
increases. (2) Elimination of the unfair compensation penalties on
military widows and disabled retirees. And, (3) Increase the
military pay raise to 3.4% vs. the 2.9% budget proposal. Needless
to say, the SBP/DIC offset elimination did not pass again this year,
but weOll continue to fight. You can help: Contact your Senators
and ask them to co-sponsor S.535 and your Congressmen to co-
sponsor H.R. 775. Both bills would repeal the requirement to
deduct DIC payments from SBP annuities.

June 2009: AMAC members worked hard to recruit auxiliary
liaisons throughout the country. We contacted over 250 MOAA
chapter presidents to help reach the goal of having an auxiliary
liaison in every chapter. It hasnOt happened yet, but we are well on

This is a LARGE color file that (depending on your computer our way to achieving the 100% auxiliary liaison goal.

speed and Internet connection) takes time to download.

August 2009: We developed and initiated an annual Excellence

As always, you can access Echoes via our Official homepage®ward for auxiliary liaisons, and the first MOAA Auxiliary Liaison

(www.armygl.army.mil/retire

Ten Tenors tribute to our Military

of the Year was awarded to Bernice Wilson of the Kings-Tulare
Counties Chapter, CA. Bernie received this award at the MOAA
Awards Dinner in San Diego in October.

October 2009: At the MOAA meeting in San Diego, we bade
farewell to founding members and co-chairs Carolyn Epling and

This is absolutely beautiful. Please turn up your volume and Violet Smith, and welcomed Joyce Harte of Florida and Pat Shecter

some may want to get a tissue!! This is for Veterans, Active
Duty, or just plain patriots. A great tribute well done.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LL-OmdEg0OU4&feature=related

MOAA Auxiliary Liaison Monthly Memo -
December 2009

The following was received from our Chapters Public Affairs
Officer Agnes Kearns.

MOAA Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee (AMAC)

Subject: The AMAC Year in Review

of Arizona. Karin Manning of Colorado and Joanne Steen of
Virginia assumed the co-chair of the committee.

Forthcoming in 2010: We are working on strategic goals for 2010
and beyond, and will publish them when finalized. In January we
will be distributing the new list of AMAC state representatives, as
a precursor to the annual phone call drive to liaisons in February.

Again, the Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee appreciates all
the time and hard work you give to your chapters and our auxiliary
members. We areEthe Heart behind One Powerful Voice!

On the Web atvww.moaa.org/survivors

Auxiliary Liaisons, the Heart behind One Powerful Voice™

The Holiday Season is here again. Time sure does fly! To all

the auxiliary members and liaisons nationwide, the Auxiliary
Member Advisory Committee (AMAC) sends our warmest

wishes for this Holiday Season and for every day in the New

Year. We hope all is well with you, your families, and
cherished friends.
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